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INTERFACE

Otevfenost moznostem spoluprace

se soukromym i vefejnym sektorem

a propojeni védy a vyzkumu vnima
Masarykova univerzita jako svou pfiro-
zenou a duleZitou soucast. I loni se proto
na univerzité odehralo nékolik vjznam-
nych aktivit podporujicich spolec¢enskou
relevanci vyzkumu, které pomohly
upevnit status Masarykovy univerzity
mezi vyraznymi inovativnimi vysokymi
$kolami nejen v rdmci Ceské republiky.

Jednou z téchto aktivit je zaloZeni
Spin-off platformy Masarykovy uni-
verzity, kterd vytvari prostor pro
hlubsi spolupraci univerzity s firmami
v mnoha oblastech, pfi¢em? primar-
né rozviji vysledky univerzitnfho
vyzkumu. Zaméstnancim a studen-
tam Masarykovy univerzity byly
vubec poprvé udéleny ceny MUNI
Innovation Award za uplatnéni vysled-
ki védy a vyzkumu (d4le VaV) v praxi.
Univerzita nadéale pokrac¢uje v podpore
studentskych ndpadt novymi cesta-
mi. Tou nejnovéjsi je soutéz Start Your
Business ur¢end pro studenty uvazu-
jici o zalozenf vlastniho podnikani.

Vsechny zmiriované aktivity, které
primo i nepfimo souvisi s transferem
technologif a védomosti, se koncem
roku 2021 propojily béhem Business
Research Fora, nejvétsiho setkdni
védecko-vyzkumnych tyma univerzity,
partnert, firem a odborné verejnosti. o

Being open to collaboration with both
the private and the public sector and
creating links between academia and
research is a vital role of Masaryk
University. Last year, several significant
activities at the university supported
the social relevance of research and
cemented Masaryk University’s po-
sition among the prominent and
innovation-friendly universities in
the Czech Republic and beyond.

One of these activities was the founda-
tion of the Masaryk University Spin-Off
platform that provides space for a closer
collaboration with private compa-

nies in a number of fields. Its primary
goal is to develop results of university
research. For the first time, Masaryk
University employees and students
received the MUNI Innovation award
for putting R&D results into practice.
The university keeps finding new ways
to support student ideas. The most
recent one is the Start Your Business
Competition for students who con-
sider running their own enterprise.

At the end 2021, all the above-mentioned
activities that are both directly and
indirectly connected with technol-

ogy and knowledge transfer were
presented at the Business Research
Forum - the largest meeting of research
teams, the university, its partners,
private companies and experts. o
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O FGF2-STAB je stale velky zajem
FGF2-STAB Still Attracts Lot of Interest
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Spin-off spole¢nost Masarykovy
univerzity Enantis, se v soucas-
né dobé intenzivné zabyva ko-
mer¢nim vyuZzitim molekuly fib-
roblastového rastového faktoru
pod ndzvem FGF2-STAB, ktera
nachazf uplatnéni v bunécné
biologii, regenerativni medi-
ciné nebo napt. v kosmetice.

L2

V prabéhu roku 2021 spole¢nost
s vyuZitim téchto rastovych fak-
tort uzavrela nékolik licen¢nich
smluv se svétové vyznamnymi
biotechnologickymi spole¢nost-
mi. Tou nejnovéjsi je licenéni
smlouva na pouZit{ patento-
vané technologie s americkou
spole¢nosti Defined Bioscience

zabyvajici se vivojem médii pro
kmenové buitky. Druhd smlouva
byla uzavfena s firmou Qkine,
spin-off Cambridgeské univer-
zity, jejimz cilem je vyvinout
nové produktové rady zaloze-
né na jedine¢né biochemické
vlastnosti tohoto proteinu.
Nejnovéj$im uspéchem je
probihajici transfer s dal$im,
zatim nezverejnénym vyrobcem
vysoce kvalitnich faktort, cyto-
kint a komplexnich proteinii.

The Masaryk university spin-off
company Enantis currently
deals with the commercial
application of the FGF2-STAB fi-
broblast growth factor molecule
that can be used in cell bio-

logy, regenerative medicine or

cosmetics. In 2021, the company
concluded several licensing
agreements with world-re-
nowned biotech companies. One
of the most recent ones is the li-
censing agreement for using
the patented technology con-
cluded with the American com-
pany Defined Bioscience, who
are developing stem cell media.
Another contract was concluded
with Qkine - a Cambridge
University spin-off - who aimed
to develop new product lines
based on the unique biochemi-
cal properties of this protein.
The most recent success is

the transfer regarding another
yet undisclosed producer of
high-quality factors, cytokines
and complex proteins. o

CTT MU pomaha nastavit transferové prostredi
v zemich jizniho Kavkazu

TTO MU Is Helping to Set up Transfer
Environment in South Caucasus Countries

0d listopadu 2020 je CTT MU za-
pojeno do projektu Transferring
V4 expertise in knowledge/
technology transfer, jehoZ cilem
je podpora a rozvoj znalosti

v oblasti transferu technologii

v Arménii a Gruzii. Béhem

roku 2021 predali zaméstnanci
Centra pro transfer technologii
témto zemim své zkusSenosti
prostrednictvim svych pris-
pévkd, zhodnotili studentské
podnikatelské plany a ptipravili
doporuéeni tamnim védeckym

a vyzkumnym institucim.
Projekt skon¢il v dubnu 2022. e

Since November 2020, TTO
MU has been involved in

the Transferring V4 expertise
in knowledge/technology
transfer project to sup-

port and develop technol-

ogy transfer in Armenia and
Georgia. In 2021, the em-
ployees of the Technology
Transfer Office shared their
experience, evaluated student
business plans and prepared
a set of recommendations for
the local science and re-
search institutes. The project
concluded in April 2022. o

CTT jiz poctvrté poradalo staze pro pracovniky
v oblasti transferu technologii

TTO Organized Internships for Technology
Transfer Specialists for the Fourth Time Already

I v roce 2021 se podatilo uspo-
radat kazdoro¢ni letni stdZe pro
kolegy z transferového pro-
stredi, kte'i se chtéli inspirovat
znalostmi v oblasti transferu
technologii na CTT MU. Vice
nez desitka ¢astnikt absol-
vovala rizné témata tykajici

se transferové ¢innosti - od
zakladt dusevniho vlastnictvi,
pravni problematiky transferu,
praktickych priklada z oblasti
komercializace vyzkumného
potencidlu az po ekonomicko-
-Gcetni chod Centra pro transfer
technologii. Zajemci mohli
navstivit exkurze, které pro né
ve spoluprdci pripravilo ICT MU
a Prirodovédeckd fakulta MU e
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In 2021, TTO organised the an-
nual summer internships for
technology transfer colleagues
interested in learning about
technology transfer at TTO

MU. Over ten participants went
through several topics related
to transfer activities rang-

ing from the basics of intel-
lectual property protection,
legal aspects of transfer and
practical examples of commer-
cialising research potential to
economics and accounting at
the Technology Transfer Office.
For those interested, there
were field trips organised in
cooperation with ICT MU and
the Faculty of Science, MU. o
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UZsi a otevienéjsi spolupraci s firmami, které rozvijeji
vysledky univerzitniho vyzkumu - to si slibuje Masarykova
univerzita od nové Spin-off platformy. Platformu zalozilo
univerzitni Centrum pro transfer technologii v roce 2021.

Closer and more open collaboration with companies
developing university research results - this is what Masaryk
University hopes to achieve with its new Spin-off platform.

It was established in 2021 by the Technology Transfer Office.

Cilem platformy je posilit vyuziti podni-
katelského potencialu, ktery akademicky
vyzkum nabizi. Spin-off platforma by
meéla nabidnout vétsi prostor pro spolu-
préce ve vyzkumu, vzdélavani ¢i podpotre
podnikavosti, sdileni kapacit i efektivnéjsi
vyuzivani sluZeb na strané univerzity
ifirem. To v8e s podporou Jihomoravského
kraje a inova¢ni agentury JIC.

,S univerzitou je doposud spojen vznik
dvaceti spin-off spole¢nosti. Ve tfech

z nich ma svuj podil i Masarykova uni-
verzita,” popisuje aktudln{ stav Martin
Kvizda, prorektor pro vnéjsi vztahy

i dalsimi subjekty jako napf. s Regiondlni
hospodarskou komorou Brno, Svazem
pramyslu a dopravy CR, agenturou
CzechlInvest. Samozrejmé véetné soucas-
ného zapojeni inovaéni agentury JIC. Jeji
Teditel Petr Chladek se domniv4, Ze pravé
v zakladani spin-off firem je v Brné velky
potencidl a Ze pravé firmy zaloZené na
univerzitnim know-how patfi zpravidla
kou pridanou hodnotou a s globalnimi
ambicemi prinaseji kraji nova stabilni
pracovni mista, zvySuji prestiz regionu

a jejich prostfednictvim muazeme ldkat
$pickové odborniky ze zahraniéi. A pravé

suniverzitni vyzkum ma skvélé podminky
pro to, aby prinasel unikatni know-how.*

a celoZivotni vzdélavani s tim, Ze i diky
platformeé by mél pocet takovych firem
postupné vzrust. Jde o prvni podobnou
platformu v Ceské republice a bude
slouzit jako kontaktni a komunikaéni
prostredi, diky némuz se propoji stava-
jici spin-offy s univerzitou samotnou.
Clenstvi v platformé je dobrovolné

a vznikd automaticky jiZz existujicim
spin-off spole¢nostem, tak i kazdé nové.

Do budoucna se pripravuje intenzivnéjsi
spolupréace mezi firmami, univerzitou

univerzitni vyzkum ma skvélé podminky
pro to, aby prinasel unikatni know-how.”
Vysledkt vyzkumu, které se dokaZou
uplatnit v praxi, si Masarykova univer-
zita velmi vazi a spin-off spole¢nosti,
které se z nich rodi, si povazuje jesté vice.
I kdyz spin-offy dale ziji vlastnimi Zivoty,
ma jim Masarykova univerzita stile co
nabidnout,” fik4 Eva Janouskovcov4,
Treditelka Centra pro transfer technologif.
Dodéva, Ze nejde o aktivitu nahodilou,
ale koncep¢ni, kterd napliiuje strate-
gicky zamér Masarykovy univerzity

INTERFACE | 05
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v oblasti podpory spole¢enské relevance
vyzkumu, transferu technologii a zna-
losti a obecné spolupréce s aplikaéni
sférou. Podpora spin-off spole¢nosti

je pak prioritou Regionalni inovaéni
strategie Jihomoravského kraje. o

The platform aims to strengthen the busi-
ness potential of academic research.

The Spin-off Platform will offer more
space for collaboration in research,
education, entrepreneurship support,
capacity sharing and more efficient

use of services by both the univer-

sity and the companies. All this with

the help of the South Moravian Region
and the JIC Innovation Centre.

“So far, twenty spin-offs associated
with the university were established.
Masaryk University holds a share in
three of those companies,” says Martin
Kvizda, the vice-rector for external
relations and life-long learning.
Thanks to the platform, the number
of such companies should gradually
increase. It is the first platform of its
kind in the Czech Republic, and it will
serve as a contact and communication
environment to connect the existing

INTERFACE
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spin-offs with the university. The mem-
bership is voluntary and automatically
granted to both the already established
spin-off companies and the new ones.

In the future, more intensive cooperation
is being prepared between the companies,
the university and other subjects such

as Brno Regional Chamber of Commerce,
Confederation of Industry of the Czech

attract top professionals from abroad.
And university research offers great con-
ditions for generating unique know-how.”
“Masaryk University values greatly

the research results that can be applied

in practice, and the spin-off companies
born of such research are of even greater
value. Even though spin-offs live their
own lives, Masaryk University still has
plenty to offer,” says Eva Janou$kovcovi,

“University research offers great conditions
for generating unique know-how.”

Republic, and the CzechInvest Agency.
Including, of course, the JIC innova-
tion centre. Its director, Petr Chladek,
believes that there is a great potential in
establishing spin-off companies in Brno
and that companies based on university
know-how are often among the most
successful: “Companies with high
added value and global ambitions bring
new stable jobs to the region, increase
its prestige and through them we can

director of the Technology Transfer
Office. She adds that this is a well-
thought-out activity that fulfils the stra-
tegic plan of Masaryk University to
support the social relevance of research,
technology and knowledge transfer

and cooperation with the industry in
general. Support for spin-off companies
is a priority of the Regional Innovation
Strategy of the South Moravian Region. e
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Masarykova univerzita ma v roce 2022
novou spin-off spoleénost Al|ffinity

In 2022, Masaryk University Founded
New Spin-Off Al|ffinity

Masarykova univerzita m4 jiz svou dva-
catou spin-off spole¢nost, kterd vyuziva
dusevni vlastnictvi univerzity na zakladé
licence. Diky tomu nezustane vysledek
vyzkumu pouze na univerzitni pade,
ale najde své uplatnéni v praxi. Spin-off
spole¢nost Al|ffinity ziskala licenci na
software, ktery pomoci umélé inteli-
gence dokaze urcovat strukturu biomo-
lekul aZ na Groverl atomu.. Zakladatel
spole¢nosti Thomas Evangelidis bude

s podporou svého spole¢nika ve vy-

voji softwaru pokracovat. Uplatnéni
najde zejména v oblasti farmacie.

Spin-off spole¢nost Al|ffinity bude vyu¥i-
vat dva softwary Masarykovy univerzity,
a to 4D CHAINS a 4D GRAPHS. Oba slouZi
k ur¢ovani a modelovani struktur biomo-
lekul, jako jsou bilkoviny, vyuzivaji novy
pristup k méreni a po¢itacovy algoritmus.
Tato metoda je schopnd urcovat struktury
biomolekul aZ na Groven atomtl, jejich

komplexti a také jejich dynamické chovani.

»Software 4D GRAPH je jednim z kroki
prispivajicich k rychlej$imu objevu no-
vych 1é¢iv. Unikatni je v tom, Ze umoz-
fuje levnéjsi a rychlejsi experimenty
dosahujici vyty¢enych cild,“ vyzdvihuje
zakladatel a spoluautor pocitacové-

ho algoritmu Thomas Evangelidis.

Poc¢itacové programy vznikly za podpory
Grantové agentury Masarykovy univerzi-
ty a do vyvoje softwaru 4D GRAPHS byla
zapojena ve spole¢ném mezioborovém
vyzkumném projektu hned t¥i pracovisté
Masarykovy univerzity - Stfedoevropsky
technologicky institut (CEITEC MU),
Ustav vypoletni techniky a Fakulta in-
formatiky. Kli¢ovou roli pfi vyjednavani
podminek a poskytnuti licence sehrélo
Centrum pro transfer technologii.

,Tento nadéjny podnikatelsky zdmér
vznikl diky spolupréci univerzity, nové
vznikajici spole¢nosti a inovaéni agentury
JIC. V Ceské republice stale nenf transfer
vysledkd vyzkumu do praxe samoztej-
mosti. Pro ispésny projekt je klicové mit

inovativni technologii a sou¢asné nadSené-
ho védce odhodlaného podnikat. Proto je
vznik kazdé spin-off spole¢nosti tak vyji-
mecny,” vysvétluje Jana Darikov, business
development manazerka Centra pro trans-
fer technologii Masarykovy univerzity.

Spin-off spole¢nost ziskala loni grant

od inovaéni agentury JIC z programu
Prototypuj a ovéfuj. I nyn{ probiha dalsi
vyzva tohoto programu. ,,P¥{b&h Al|ffinity
skvéle ilustruje, pro¢ patfi jizni Morava
ke sttedoevropské $pic¢ce v podpore
inovaci. Na jedné strané vysoce inova-
tivni projekt s komerénim potencidlem

a kvalitnim tymem, na strané druhé
program JICu a mésta Brna, ktery posky-
tuje granty i §pi¢kové experty. Pokud se
vSe potka a projekt uspéje, miiZe z néj
vyrust globaln{ tispésna firma,” tvrd{ Petr
Chladek, reditel inova¢ni agentury JIC. e

Masaryk University has its twentieth
spin-off - another company that uses

the university’s intellectual property
under licence. Thanks to this, the research
results won't stay on the campus but

will be put into practice. The Al|ffinity
company obtained a licence for a soft-
ware tool that uses artificial intelligence
to determine the structure of biomol-
ecules down to the atomic level. The com-
pany’s founder, Thomas Evangelidis, will
continue developing the software with
the aid of his partner. It will find use
mainly in the pharmaceuticals sector.
The Al|ffinity spin-off will use two
Masaryk University software tools,
namely 4D CHAINS and 4D GRAPHS.
Both are used to determine and model
the structures of biomolecules such as
proteins, using a new approach to meas-
uring and a computer algorithm. This
method can determine the structure of
biomolecules down to the level of atoms,
their complexes, and dynamic behaviour.

“The 4D GRAPH software is another
step contributing to faster discovery
of new drugs. It’s unique in that it ena-
bles cheaper and quicker experiments

that achieve the set goals,” says
Thomas Evangelidis, founder and co-
author of the computer algorithm.

The software tools were developed with
the support of the Grant Agency of
Masaryk University. The 4D GRAPHS
software was co-developed in a joint
interdisciplinary research project by
three Masaryk University departments
- the Central European Institute of
Technology (CEITEC MU), the Institute
of Computer Science and the Faculty
of Informatics. The Technology
Transfer Office played a crucial role

in negotiating the terms and condi-
tions and granting the licence.

“This promising business plan was created
thanks to the cooperation of the univer-
sity, the newly founded company and
the South Moravian Innovation Centre
(JIC). In the Czech Republic, the trans-
fer of research results into practice is
still not quite commonplace. For a pro-
ject to be successful, it is paramount to
have an innovative technology and, at
the same time, an enthusiastic scien-
tist determined to do business. That is
why every new spin-off is so special,”
explains Jana Darikovd, business de-
velopment manager of the Technology
Transfer Office of Masaryk University.

Last year, the spin-off received a grant
from the South Moravian Innovation
Centre (JIC) under the “Prototype and
Verify” programme. Currently, there is
another call of this programme under-
way. “The Al|ffinity’s story illustrates
perfectly why South Moravia is one of
the Central European leaders in sup-
porting innovations. On the one hand,
there is a highly innovative project with
great commercial potential and a qual-
ity team; on the other hand, the JIC and
Brno programme provides grants and top
experts. If all the pieces fall into place
and the project succeeds, it can grow
into a successful global company,” claims
Petr Chladek, the director of JIC. e
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In. 2021, Start Your Business
Comp t|t|on Awarded Masaryk

for the First Time

Foto Freepik
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Pilotni ro¢nik soutéze studentskych inovativnich napadu
Masarykovy univerzity propojil teoretické znalosti

studentu s praktickymi radami odbornikl. Soutéz pomohla
rozvijet podnikatelské napady talentovanych studenta

diky mentoringu, zpétné vazbé odborné poroty a financ¢ni
podpore Citajici 185 tisic korun. Ocenéno bylo pét soutéznich
tymu s konkurenceschopnymi a mimoradnymi napady.

The pilot year of this Masaryk University competition of
innovative student ideas merged the students’ theoretical
knowledge with practical expert advice. The competition
helped develop gifted students’ business ideas thanks to
mentoring, expert committee’s feedback, and financial
support in the amount of CZK 185,000. Five teams with
competitive and innovative ideas won the award.

Do soutéze se mohli registrovat jed-
notlivci nebo tymy sloZené ze studenti
Masarykovy univerzity. Kazdy tym uz pri
registraci musel prokazat své obchodni
schopnosti. Mit inovativni ndpad byla
pouze jedna ¢ast, tou druhou bylo zpraco-
vani podnikatelského pldnu Lean Canvas,
prazkumu trhu a cash flow. U¢astnici se

inovativnost a konkurenceschopnost
posuzovali Radoslav Trautmann z Centra
pro transfer technologii MU, Alena Safrova
Drasilov4 z Katedry podnikového hospo-
darstvi Ekonomicko-spravni fakulty MU

a Vit Handk z Jihomoravského inovaéniho
centra. V8ichni soutézici ziskali v prvnim
kole 10 0oo K¢ na rozvoj svého napadu.

»~Zamérem organizatoru bylo predevsim motivovat
studenty k rozvoji jejich napadui.”

diky zapojeni do Start Your Business se-
znamili s dulezitymi aspekty zavddéni pro-
duktt a sluZeb na trh a mohou tak své nové
nabité zkuSenosti rovnou vyuzit v praxi.
Do prvniho kola postoupilo vSech 6
prihlaSenych tymu, které predlozily
kvalitné zpracované podklady a ziskaly
tak moznost detailnéji predstavit své
napady pred odbornou porotou. Jejich

Ve findlovém kole porota hodnotila, jak
ucastnici nalozili se ziskanymi finanénimi
prostredky, které méli vyuzit k rozvoji
svého nédpadu, zapracovali pfipominky
odbornikii i jak prezentovali a reagovali

v diskuzi. Jednim z vjznamnych krité-

rii byla napt. i proveditelnost ndpadu

v praxi a jeho trzni potenciél. Odborna
porota nakonec vybrala tfi tymy, které

INTERFACE | 09
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predlozily inovativni nidpady se znaénym
podnikatelskym potencidlem a po dobu
trvani soutéze u nich byl patrny vyraz-
ny posun a rozvoj. ,VSechny tti projekty
presvédéily porotu o své mimoradnosti

a kvalitnim zpracovani. Proto se po-

rota rozhodla dale neurc¢ovat poradi

a tyto ndpady ocenit stejné vysokou
finanén{ ¢astkou,” vysvétluje koordi-
nétorka soutéZe Jana Joklova Kariova.

Mezi takto ocenéné patfi tym Daniela
Kvaka s projektem Carebot, Lucie
Novotné s projektem Papacky od Licy
a tym Anety Luridkové s projektem
Tvorstor. Tym Adama Kl4ska s pro-
jektem Flock Lock byl ocenén ¢astkou
20 tisic a Katefina Galova s jejim Galia
Designem ¢4stkou 15 tisic korun.

»Zamérem organizitor bylo prede-
v§im motivovat studenty k rozvoji
jejich napadu, dat jim k tomu prilezi-
tost a poskytnout zpétnou vazbu. Jsme
radi, Ze se i Masarykova univerzita
vydala cestou podpory studentskych
napadd, stanovila si rozvoj souvisejicich
kompetenénich dovednosti jako jednu
z priorit v rdmci strategického zameé-
ru na roky 2021 - 2028 a pod obecnym
ndzvem Start Your Business tuto agen-
du zacala také postupné napliiovat”
rekapituluje Martin Kvizda, prorektor
pro vnéjsi vztahy a celozivotni vzdéla-
vani MU, ktery tuto oblast zastfesuje.

Pilotni roénik je tak zdarné ukon-
¢en. Prihlagky na dalsi ro¢nik byly
spustény v lednu 2022 na webo-
vych strankich soutéze www.ctt.
muni.cz/startyourbusiness. Soutéz
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porada Centrum pro transfer technologii
Masarykovy univerzity ve spolupraci
s Jihomoravskym inovaénim centrem. o

The competition was open for registration
to both individuals and teams comprising
Masaryk University students. Each team
had to prove their business skills even
during the registration. Besides having
an innovative idea, the students had to

come up with a Lean Canvas business
plan, market research and cash flow
statement. Thanks to Start Your Business,
the participants learned about important
aspects of bringing new products and
services to market. They were also able

to put this new knowledge into practice.

CZK 10,000 to develop their idea further.
In the final round, the committee
evaluated the contestants’ ability to use
the funding to further develop their
ideas, apply the newly-gained knowledge
and expert feedback, and the way they
presented their idea and reacted during
the subsequent discussion. Other signifi-
cant criteria were, e.g. the ideas’ practi-
cal applicability and market potential.

In the end, the expert committee chose
three teams that presented innovative
ideas with significant business potential
and showed great progress and develop-
ment in the course of the competition.
“All three projects convinced the com-
mittee of their singularity and quality.
“That’s why the committee decided not
to rank the projects any further and
award all the ideas with the same amount
of money,” explains the competition
coordinator, Ms Jana Joklova Katiova.

The awardees are Daniel Kvak’s team

with the Carebot project, the team of
Lucie Novotn4 with the Papacky od Lucy
project (Lucy’s Yummies), and Aneta
Lutidkovd’s team with their Tvofstor pro-
ject (Creatosphere). Adam Kl4sek’s team
with their Flock Lock project won the sum
of CZK 20,000 and Katetina Galova with
her Galia Design was awarded CZK 15,000.

“The organisers’ main goal was to mo-
tivate students to develop their ideas,
allow them to do so and provide valu-
able feedback. We're glad that Masaryk
University has chosen to support stu-
dent ideas as well. The university also
made the development of skills and
competencies one of the priorities of

“The organisers’ main goal was to motivate

students to develop their ideas.”

All the six registered teams made it

to the first round. Their projects were
well-prepared, and they were given

an opportunity to present their ideas
in more detail in front of the expert
committee. Their innovative qualities
and competitiveness were assessed by
Radoslav Trautman of the Technology
Transfer Office MU, Alena Safrova
Drasilova of the Department of Corporate
Economy at the Faculty of Economics
and Administration MU and Vit Hanak
of the South Moravian Innovation
Centre. All the contestants received

its 2021-2028 strategic plan and has
started to implement this agenda under
the ‘Start Your Business’ name,” sums
up Martin Kvizda, the vice-rector for
external relations and life-long learn-
ing at MU who is in charge of this field.

The pilot year was a success. The registra-
tion for the next year launched in January
2022 on the competition’s website www.
ctt.muni.cz/startyourbusiness. The event
is held by the Technology Transfer Office
of Masaryk University in collaboration
with the South Moravian Region. e
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dva vyrobky a stresmetr spm -offu Masarykovy‘umverzﬂy

Vyprava na Antarktidu, po roéni pauze
zpusobené nevyzpytatelnou epidemio-
logickou situaci, testovala dva dalsi
vyrobky, které chtély ziskat ochrannou
zndmku Testovano v Antarktidé.

Prvnim z nich byly bundy od spole¢nosti
Faramugo, ktera je dod4vala polarni vy-
pravé uz v minulosti. Bundy jsou tentokrat
upraveny na miru primo dle pozadavkd
polarnikt a maji napriklad specidlné navr-
Zenou a zesilenou kapsu pro drobné néra-
di, kterym mohou byt tieba $roubovaky.
Druhym vyrobkem, ktery cestoval na
Antarktidu, byl plné recyklovatelny
ekologicky systém stérkové stabiliza-

ce od spole¢nosti CEGAN. Pol4rnici jej
vyuZili na zpevnéni chodniku mezi
technickymi a hospodafskymi kontej-
nery. Vysledkem ptsobeni vyrobku mé
byt sou¢asné zachovani porézni struk-
tury. Diky nému se tak méla omezit
tvorba blita na chodniku a zjednodusit

se tim pohyb v terénu. V tomto pri-

padé se bude jednat o vicelety test.
Novinkou je také spoluprice v antarktic-
kych podminkach se spole¢nosti Entrant,

spin-off spole¢nosti Masarykovy univerzi-
ty, kterd se zabyva méfenim entropického
stresu. Jedna z UiCastnic vypravy zkusila
mérit stres u svych koleg pomoci specific-
kého stresmetru a zaznamenavala data pro
daléi v;’zzkum \Y Antarktidé se polérnici se-
mi neZ ve svém domdcim prosttedi, a trapi
je napt. deli odlouéeni od rodiny a pratel.
0d tohoto méteni do budoucna oéekava-
me Cisté praktické védecké poznatky. e

After a one-year break caused by

the unpredictable pandemic situa-
tion, the Antarctic expedition tested
two more products competing for

the Tested in Antarctica trademark.
The first one were the Faramugo jack-
ets which had been used by the polar
expedition before. This time, the jack-
ets were custom-made according to
the polar explorers’ requests - they had,
e.g. a special, strengthened pocket for
small tools such as screwdrivers, etc.
Another product that travelled to
Antarctica was a fully-recyclable

environmentally-friendly gravel stabi-
liser system from the CEGAN company.
The polar explorers used it to reinforce
the footpath between the containers
with technological equipment and sup-
plies. This product allows the paths to
retain their porous structure. Thanks to
this, there should be less mud gather-
ing on the paths, which should improve
movement around the base. In this case,
the testing will take several years.
Another new Antarctic collaboration
concerns the Masaryk University spin-
off, Entrant, specialising in measuring
entropic stress. One of the expedition
members measured the stress levels of
her colleagues using a specific stress
meter and recorded the data for further
research. In Antarctica, the polar explor-
ers encounter situations that are more
demanding and rather different to those
they deal with in their home environ-
ment. They also have to cope with being
separated from their family and friends.
In future, we expect this activity to
yield practical scientific knowledge. o
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se uskuteénilo vubec poprvé
v roce 2021 a ma své prvni mai

MUNI Innovation Award
Took Place for the First Ti
and It Has Its First Owners




BRIEFLY

Jiz étvrty roénik akce Business Research
Forum, ktera se kona s pravidelnosti kazdé

dva roky, hostil Univerzitni kampus Masarykovy
univerzity. Kampus v Brné Bohunicich je mistem
setkavani védecko-vyzkumnych tymd univerzity,
partnerd, firem i odborné verejnosti. Loni
poprvé byly v ramci této akce udélovany nové
ceny Masarykovy univerzity, a to za vyjimecné
inovaéni poginy - MUNI Innovation Awards.

,»S podobnymi ocenénimi jsme se setkali
na nékterych zahrani¢nich univerzitach,
nechtéli jsme nicméné cenu podminovat
striktné technologickou orientaci, paten-
tem ¢i udélenou licenci. Jde ndm skute¢né
o inovaéni po¢in, diraz na spoleensky
dopad, pfinos nejen pro konkrétni firmu,
ale ve vysledku i pro spole¢nost jako
takovou,“ pribliZuje koncept oceriovani
Martin Kvizda, prorektor pro vnéjsi vzta-
hy a celoZivotni vzdélavani Masarykovy
univerzity, ktery je jeho garantem.

Do prvniho roéniku MUNI Innovation
Award bylo nakonec prihlaseno rovnych
padesét nominaci, z nichZ hodnotici ko-
mise slozend predev$im z prodékant pro
védu a vyzkum vybrala sedmndact poéind
hodnych ocenéni. , Do hry vstupovala
motivace za pripadné ziskané ocenéni,
skute¢nost, zda jde o po€iny jiz uplatnéné,
nebo takfikajic na cesté, zohledriovala se
viditelnost Masarykovy univerzity, ale
také spolecensky dopad,” priblizuje hod-
notici kritéria Eva Janouskovcova, feditel-
ka Centra pro transfer technologii, s tim,
Ze roli hrélo i oborové zastoupeni. Témér
polovina vSech nominovanych po¢inti
totiz vzesla z Prirodovédecké fakulty MU.

JJelikoz jde o prvni roénik ocenéni, uz
samotné nastaveni podminek a pravi-
del soutéZe nebylo uplné jednoduché,”
pripousti Janouskovcova. ,Uréité jsme
se v tomto prvnim ro¢niku s nomina-
cemi popasovali, i kdyz vybér viabec
nebyl jednoduchy. Za kaZdou nomina-
ci, byt jednotlivct nebo i vice lidi, stoji

¢asto mnohadetné tymy, mnoho let

prace a velké usili. Ur¢ité ndm pomohla
oborové riiznorodost élentt komise,“ ta
méla k ruce i poradni hlasy ¢lenti Rady
pro transfer technologii a komeréni
spolupréci i tymu Centra pro transfer
technologif, pri¢emz schvaleni kone¢nych
vysledkl probéhlo na Grovni nejvys-

$iho veden{ Masarykovy univerzity.

Véfme, Ze navzdory zprisnénym epide-
miologickym podminkam, které udileni
cen, jakoZ i celé Business Research Forum,
provazely, tak byla zaloZena nova tradice.
Prvni ro¢nik MUNI Innovation Award mi-
motadné ocenil projekty z obdobi uplynu-
lych Sesti let, do budoucna vsak bude cena
udélovana v pravidelnych dvouletych
intervalech, pravé v ramci veletrhu. o

“We’ve encountered similar awards at
other universities abroad; however, we
wanted to give the award not only to
strictly technological projects, or projects
resulting in patents or licences. We're in-
terested in true innovation achievements
that benefit not just a single company
but also society as a whole,” says Martin
Kvizda, the vice-rector for external rela-
tions and life-long learning at Masaryk
University, the award’s guarantor.

The first year of the MUNI Innovation
Award attracted 50 nominations.

The evaluation committee compris-
ing mainly vice deans for science and
research, picked seventeen achieve-
ments worthy of the award. “We took

The fourth biannual Business Research
Forum took place at the Masaryk University
Campus. The campus in Brno Bohunice is

a meeting place for the university’s research
teams, partners, companies and
professionals. Last year, a new Masaryk
University award for exceptional innovation
achievements - the MUNI Innovation
Award - was awarded for the first time.

into account the motivational role of
the award, whether the achievements
had already been implemented or, so

to speak, on the way, the visibility of
Masaryk University, representation

of different fields, and also their social
impact,” says Eva Janouskovcovi, the di-
rector of the Technology Transfer Office,
with regard to the evaluation criteria.
Nearly half of the nominations origi-
nated from the Faculty of Science MU.

“Because it was the first year of the award,
setting up the rules and conditions was not
that simple,” admits Ms Janouskovcova.
“However, we've managed to sort out

the first year’s nominations even though
the selection process was not easy at all.
There are often large teams, years of hard
work and effort behind every nomination.
The diverse backgrounds of the mem-
bers of the committee certainly helped.”

It had at its disposal also the advisory
capacity of the Technology Transfer and
Commercialization Board and the team of
the Technology Transfer Office. The end
results were approved by the top-level
management of Masaryk University.

Let us hope that despite the complicated
epidemiological situation that accompa-
nied the award ceremony and the entire
Business Research Forum, we succeeded
in starting a new tradition. The first year
of the MUNI Innovation Award encom-
passed projects from the past six years;
however, in future, the award will be given
every two years as part of the forum. e
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PRAKTICKY

Licenéni smlouvy jsou alfou i omegou
transferu technologii

Licensing Agreements: Be-All
and End-All of Technology Transfer

Licenéni smlouva stoji na pomysiném vrcholu Licensing agreements are at the top of
pyramidy smluvnich typl uzaviranych pfi the imaginary pyramid of contracts to
komercializaci univerzitniho dusevniho commercialise the university’s intellectual
vlastnictvi a transferu technologii, nebot jde property and transfer technologies. It is

0 nejpouzivanéjsi nastroj, kterym lze umoznit the most frequently used tool that allows
uzivani predmeétu prav dusevniho vlastnictvi a third party to use a subject of intellectual
univerzity treti osobé. Zjednodusené rec¢eno je property rights. To put it simply, it is a way
to cesta, jak své dusSevni vlastnictvi poslat dale of launching your intellectual property into
do svéta a zaroven si nad nim udrzet kontrolu. the world while maintaining control over it.
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IMPACT

Pravo dusevniho vlastnictvi je pro laika
mnohdy velmi matouci a komplikovana
disciplina, nebot se snazi formalné ucho-
pit tvaréi ¢innost, myslenky a napady,
jejichZ vysledkem jsou technicka feseni
nebo autorska dila nehmotné povahy,
pomoci pravnfho jazyka a institutt, které
primarné vznikaly pro hmotné a fyzické
vysledky. V pfipadé hmotné véci (napt.
osobni vozidlo) jednoduse pievedete
vlastnické pravo na kupujiciho kupni
smlouvou. U nehmotnych véci to ale

neni tak lehké. Jak tedy prevést vlastnic-
tvi my$lenky, ndpadu nebo know-how?
Resen{ nabiz{ praveé institut licence,
obc¢anskym zakonfkem upraveny smluvni

nevyhradni licence poskytnuté pred
poskytnutim vyhradni licence ztstavaji
zachovany a prfipadnd vyhradni licence
poskytnutd pozdéji je nerusi, coZ je pro
nastavenf licen¢ni politiky a ochrany p¥i-
slusného dusevniho vlastnictvi a pripad-
nd souvisejici obchodn{ jednan{ zdsadni.

Licen¢n{ smlouva by déle méla resit
standardni ustanoveni transferovych
smluv jako ujednani o divérnosti preda-
vanych informaci, souvisejiciho know-
-how a veskerych specificich technického
Fedeni, vysi tplaty za licenci (jednor4-
zovy upfront nebo royalties), platebni
mechanismy a podminky (vykaznictvi,

Pravo dusevniho vlastnictvi je pro laika
mnohdy velmi matouci a komplikovana disciplina.
Intellectual property rights can often be confusing

and complicated to a layman.

nastroj, kterym v pozici poskytovatele
umoziiujete nabyvateli uziti prislusného
dugevniho vlastnictvi, resp. mu umoz-
fujete vykondvat prislu$nd prava, a to

v rozsahu stanoveném licenéni smlouvou.

V takovéto smlouvé je potteba na prvnim
misté Fddné a Gplné vymezit predmét
licenéni smlouvy, tedy k jakému pred-

métu dusevniho vlastnictvi se licence

vztahuje, a jejf rozsah (licen¢ni ujednéni).

Licence mohou byt uplatné, nebo bez-
uplatné, Gzemné, mnozZstevné a Casoveé
omezené, ¢i neomezené, sublicencova-
telné, nebo nesublicencovatelné apod.
Nejdilezitéjsi je vSak pochopit rozdil
mezi vyhradni a nevyhradni licenci.

Vyhradni licence znamena, Ze pfedmét
licence muZe uzivat vyhradné a pouze
nabyvatel licence (s vyjimkou zakonnych
vyjimek nebo jim udélené podlicence),

a poskytovatel nemad pravo tutéz licenci
poskytnout jiné t¥eti osobé, ani predmét
licence nem@Ze uZivat sdm (pokud si ve
smlouvé nesjednd ponechani nékterych
prav). U nevyhradni licence naopak miiZe
predmét prav dusevniho vlastnictvi
uzivat jak poskytovatel, tak i kterykoliv

z dal$ich nabyvateld, se kterymi byla
nevyhradni licen¢ni smlouva uzavfena.
Vyhradni licenci 1ze tedy ze své podstaty
poskytnout pouze jednou, nevyhradni
vicekrat. V pripadé, Ze ve smlouvé neni
sjednéno, o jakou licenci jde, zdkon Fika,
Ze jde o licenci nevyhradni. Dilezité

je rovnéz poznamenat, ze jakékoliv

kontrolni mechanismy, moZnost audi-
tu apod.), pfipadné sankce za porusent
zavazk, feseni otdzky, kdo nese na-
klady na patentovou ochranu (zejm.
udrZovaci poplatky), kdo odpovida za
vymahan{ prav v pripadé neopravnéné-
ho z4sahu treti osoby a mnohé dalsi.

Aspektum licen¢nich smluv je vénovana
celé rada publikaci. Pokud Fesite ochranu
dusevniho vlastnictvi, jeho komerci-
alizaci nebo transfer, je vdm Centrum
pro transfer technologii Masarykovy
univerzity maximélné k dispozici. e

Intellectual property rights can often

be confusing and complicated to a lay-
man. They aim to formally grasp creative
activity, thoughts, and ideas resulting

in technical solutions or original in-
tangible works through legal language
and institutes that deal primarily with
tangible and physical results. In the case
of tangible assets (e.g. a car), you can
easily transfer ownership rights to

a buyer by means of a sales contract.
With intangible objects, it is not so easy,
though. How can we transfer owner-
ship of a thought, idea or know-how?
There is a solution in the form of a li-
cense - a contractual tool provided for in
the Civil Code which allows the provider
to give the recipient the rights to use
the intellectual property in question.
More specifically, it allows the recipient
to exercise the relevant rights to the ex-

tent specified by the licensing agreement.

Such agreement has to, first and foremost,
properly and fully define the purpose

of the license, i.e. what subject of intel-
lectual property the license agreement
covers and what the scope of the licens-
ing agreement is. Licenses can be both
royalty-free and paid, restricted by
territory, volume or duration, sublicens-
able or non-sublicensable, etc. However,
the most crucial distinction is between
an exclusive and a non-exclusive licence.

An exclusive licence makes the licen-
see the sole user of its purpose (save for
legal exceptions or sub-licences granted
by the licensee), and the licensor cedes
the right to grant the same licence to
another third party or use the purpose
thereof (if they do not negotiate retain-
ment of some of the rights in the agree-
ment). With non-exclusive licences, both
the licensor and any of the licensees

can use the purpose of the intellectual
property rights. Therefore, an exclu-
sive licence can be granted just once,
whereas a non-exclusive one can be
granted multiple times. If an agreement
does not specify the type of licence,

the law states that such licence shall be
considered non-exclusive. It has to be
noted that any non-exclusive licences
granted before an exclusive licence
remains in effect, and no exclusive
license granted afterwards cancels them.
This is vital when arranging a licensing
policy, intellectual property protection,
and related business negotiations.

A licensing agreement should also
include all the standard provisions of
transfer contracts such as confidentiality
arrangements regarding the informa-
tion transferred, the related know-how
and all the particulars of the technical
solution, the licensing fee (upfront or
royalties), payment mechanisms and
conditions (financial reporting, control
mechanisms, auditing, etc.), penalties
for violating the obligations, distribu-
tion of the patenting fees (especially
renewal fees), responsibility for enforcing
the rights in case of third-party unau-
thorised interference and many others.

There are many publications devoted
to all the aspects of licensing agree-
ments. If you need help with intel-
lectual property protection, commer-
cialisation or transfer, the Technology
Transfer Office of Masaryk University
is fully at your disposal. e
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Vazeni ¢tenafri Interface,

timto specialnim &islem 2020/2021

si pfipominame uspéchy na poli
transferu technologii v obdobi pand-
emie. Zaroven jde o posledni tisténé
vydani tohoto ¢asopisu. DalSi Cisla

si mUzete precist online diky nové
podobé newsletteru Interface! Staci se
prihlasit k odbéru pomoci odkazu uve-
deného nize. Dékujeme Vam za prizen
a budeme se na Vas tésit online.

Dear readers of Interface,

with this special 2020/2021 issue,

we commemorate the achievements

in the field of technology transfer during
the pandemic. At the same time, it is
the last printed edition of this newslet-
ter. You can read future issues online
with the new Interface newsletter!

Just subscribe using the link below.
Thank you for your patronage. We‘re
looking forward to seeing you online.

Ziskejte ty nejzajimavéjsSi zpravy ze svéta CTT

ZUstante s nami v kontaktu a meéjte prehled
o novinkach, pozvankach na akce a dllezitém

déni, které se tykéa transferu technologii a naseho
pracovisté. Prihlaste se k odbéru newsletteru na
https://www.ctt.muni.cz/nl

N

Get the Most Interesting News from TTO MU

Stay in touch and keep up to date about the news, in-
vitations and important events related to technology
transfer and our office. Subscribe to our newsletter*

at https://www.ctt.muni.cz/nl >!-

v

*The newsletter is currently available in Czech language only.




