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Guidelines for writing theses

Each B.A. and M.A. thesis is evaluated on the same set of criteria, which are described in

detail below.

1. Topic Choice
The chosen topic should be well-defined, focused, and suitable for the level of the thesis
(Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Final). It should demonstrate a clear connection to the field of
study, contribute to academic knowledge or address practical problems in contemporary
teaching methods and education. The significance of the topic should be justified within

the context of current research, debates and/or teaching practice.

2. Aim of the thesis
The aim of the thesis should be clearly articulated, focused, and aligned with the chosen
research topic and methodology. It should establish the purpose and objectives of the
research and provide a roadmap for the investigation. The aim should be achievable
within the scope of the thesis and demonstrate potential for contributing to the existing
body of knowledge in the chosen field of study. Throughout the thesis, the aim should
serve as a reference point to ensure that the research remains focused, coherent, and
relevant. The achievement of the stated aim should be assessed in the conclusion, where
the research findings are evaluated in relation to the initial objectives, limitations, and

potential future research directions.
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Organization of the thesis:

The thesis should be organized in a coherent and logical manner, with clear headings and
subheadings to guide the reader through the content. The structure should facilitate the
flow of information and argumentation, while allowing for easy navigation and
comprehension. The organization should also reflect the standard format for theses in the

chosen discipline.

Research methodology

The research methodology should be carefully selected and justified based on the aims,
objectives, and research questions or hypotheses of the thesis. It should provide a clear
and detailed description of the research design, data collection methods, and data analysis
procedures employed in the study. The chosen methodology should be appropriate for
the research topic and aligned with the standards and conventions of the respective
discipline, demonstrating an understanding of both its strengths and limitations. Typical
examples of research methods are: action research, case study, design of innovative
original materials or teaching units and their piloting and evaluation in didactics; corpus

analysis, discourse analysis, genre analysis in linguistics; textual analysis in literature.
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Argumentation

The quality of argumentation in the thesis should be coherent, logical, and well-supported
by evidence from the research and relevant literature. The argumentation should
demonstrate critical thinking and engagement with the research topic, effectively
presenting the rationale for the study and addressing opposing viewpoints or potential
counterarguments. The thesis should clearly articulate the main claims, provide sufficient
evidence to support these claims, and build a convincing argument that progresses
logically from the introduction to the conclusion of the thesis. The quality of
argumentation should also be assessed in terms of its originality, relevance, and potential
to advance knowledge in the chosen discipline. Throughout the thesis, the argumentation
should be clear, concise, and effectively communicate the significance and implications

of the research findings.

Relevance of research

The research topic and objectives should be relevant to the field of study and make a
meaningful contribution to the existing body of knowledge. The thesis should clearly
demonstrate the significance of the research by identifying gaps in current understanding,
addressing current debates, or providing new insights into a specific issue. The relevance
of the research should be established in the introduction and reinforced throughout the
thesis, ultimately highlighting the implications and potential impact of the findings on

the field of study or teaching practice and education.
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Quiality of research findings

The research findings should be presented in a clear, accurate, and comprehensive
manner, with sufficient detail to allow the reader to understand the results and their
implications. The data analysis and interpretation should be thorough and grounded in
the chosen research methodology. The findings should be supported by evidence and
presented in a way that allows the reader to evaluate their validity and reliability. Also,
the quality of research findings should be assessed in terms of their originality,
significance, and potential to advance knowledge in the field. The limitations and

potential future research directions should also be acknowledged in the conclusion.

Formal quality and layout

The thesis should adhere to the formal requirements and conventions of the chosen field.
This includes proper formatting of headings, subheadings, page numbers, and consistent
citation style. The thesis should also exhibit a high level of academic rigor and
professionalism in its presentation, with a clear structure and coherent organization that

effectively communicates the research and its findings.

Language and Stylistic Appropriateness

The thesis should be written in a formal academic style, using appropriate vocabulary,
syntax, and tone. The language should be clear, concise, and consistent, effectively
conveying the research and its findings without ambiguity or unnecessary jargon. The
thesis should be free of major errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation, ensuring that

the work is easily comprehensible and adheres to the high standards of academic writing.
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10.

11.

Quotations and references

The thesis should demonstrate thorough attention to proper citation and referencing
practices. All quotes, paraphrases, and summaries of information from external sources
should be clearly acknowledged and cited using the recommended citation style (APA or
MLA). Failure to cite references appropriately may result in plagiarism, which is a

serious academic offense and will lead to disciplinary action.

Length of the thesis

The Bachelor’s thesis needs to have a minimum of 81,000 characters, which translates to
45 pages (not including references, figures and appendices).

The Master’s thesis should have a minimum of 117,000 characters, which translates to
65 pages (not including references, figures and appendices).

The Final thesis should have a minimum of 60,000 characters, which translates to 30

pages (not including references, figures and appendices).



